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South Tyrolean group of companies promotes innovative technology in the cycling 

sector  

Oberalp Group opens first self-service fully auto-

mated bike wash facility in Italy 

The "Salewa Bike Wash Station" washes bikes fully automatically using 6 liters of water - First 
facility in Italy.

 

Bolzano, Salewa Bivac - On 17.08.2022, the Oberalp Group 

opened the new self-service and fully automated bike 

wash station with closed water circuit. With the new facil-

ity, the Oberalp Group offers bicycle enthusiasts from now 

on the possibility to wash bicycles or e-bikes in the short-

est time in an environmentally friendly and professional 

way - and thus extend the life of the bikes through proper 

care. As part of its "Contribute" sustainability strategy, the 

South Tyrolean mountain sports company is committed, 

among other things, to ensuring that products last as long 

as possible and to promoting bicycles as a sustainable 

means of transport for the future. Oberalp President Hei-

ner Oberrauch, himself a passionate recreational cyclist, 

had already installed a charging station for e-bikes at the 

opening of the Group's new headquarters in 2012 - at that 

time still a very rare investment. This facility has now also 

been adapted to the new requirements.  

"Innovation has always driven our company. That's why we 

are now offering the cycling community the latest on the 

market, and for the time being, at no cost to the user," says 

Heiner Oberrauch. The facility works the same as a similar 

one for cars: the bike is placed in the system and a button 

is pressed - then the system works completely autono-

mously and "you can enjoy a coffee or aperitivo in our Bi-

vac," the Oberalp founder is pleased to say.  

"We are proud to be the first company in Italy to operate 

such a self-service facility with patented and environmen-

tally friendly technology," emphasized Christoph Engl, CEO 

of the Oberalp Group, at the opening of the "Salewa Bike 

Wash Station" in Bolzano South. The Oberalp headquar-

ters is located close to the bike path, from which it is very 

easy to reach the SALEWA Bivac as a welcome refreshment 

station in the countryside. At the opening event, press rep-

resentatives and Oberalp Group employees had the op-

portunity to wash their own bicycles or e-bikes on site in 

five-minute intervals and then stop for a coffee at the bis-

tro Salewa Bivac. "This is how we envision it for all cyclists: 

Stop in at the Bivac and have your bike washed fully auto-

matically," says Heiner Oberrauch, who is delighted with 

this new service. Oberalp Group employees have always 

been encouraged to use bicycles. "We provide good bicy-

cles and e-motor scooters. In addition, an award is given 

every year to the most diligent bicycle user," says CEO 

Christoph Engl. "So, it was obvious that we wanted to have 

this facility at our company." 

 

 

 

Oberalp CEO Christoph Engl at the opening ceremony explains to 
the audience how the bike wash facility works.  

The novel bike wash project was realized by "cycleWASH," 

a Cologne-based start-up and market leader in the field of 

self-service automated bike washing. At the push of a but-

ton, the bicycle is automatically cleaned from both sides 

inside the system using rotating brushes; tires and high-

quality carbon rims are treated particularly gently using 

patented ultrasonic cleaning. The system also features a 

patented drying system for bicycles and e-bikes. The entire 

cleaning process, with a peak output of just 2.4 kW during 

the washing process, is not only energy- but also water-

saving: in Eco mode, the bike washing system does not re-

quire a fixed water connection but works with an internal 

tub of 210 liters of cold water and also without the addi-

tion of cleaning agents. Thanks to a closed water circuit 

with filter system, the water in the tub is constantly circu-

lated and cleaned. The resulting dirty water is pumped out 

separately and disposed of properly. 

The washing of the bike will be offered free of charge by 

Oberalp until the end of this year and the system will only 

work during the opening hours of the SALEWA Bivac. After 

the experiences made, it will be decided whether the facil-

ity should be made usable around the clock.  

More information about the "Salewa Bike Wash Station" 

can be found in this year's Oberalp Group sustainability re-

port "#Contribute", available at the following link:  Contrib-

ute 2021. 

 

 

 

https://www.oberalp.com/website_images/CSR/CSR_Reports%20Downloads/Oberalp%20Contribute%202021.pdf
https://www.oberalp.com/website_images/CSR/CSR_Reports%20Downloads/Oberalp%20Contribute%202021.pdf
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OBERALP AG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Oberalp Group is a family-owned and management-led company with headquarters in Bolzano, northern Italy. Heiner Oberrauch 
founded the company in 1981 and today the group employs roughly 700 people, runs 10 subsidiaries in Europe and the United States, and 
serves 3,500 customers in over 60 countries worldwide. In addition to the development and production of mountain sports articles, the 
company also operates as a distribution partner of sports-based brands. The formerly Munich-based SALEWA brand has been part of the 
Oberalp Group since 1990. Over the years, the group has acquired the brands DYNAFIT, POMOCA, WILD COUNTRY, and EVOLV. In 2022, the 
group launched the new mountain brand by women for women LaMunt. The family business relies on the courage to break new ground, 
continuous innovation in products, processes, and thinking. A conscious, sensible approach to the environment and resources and a passion 
for sport and mountains are the foundation of a living corporate culture. Since 2019, the Oberalp Group’s sustainability report “Contribute” 
has been published simultaneously with the balance sheet figures. For the sixt time in succession, the company was the only enterprise in 
Italy to be awarded the “Leader Status“ of the NGO “Fair Wear Foundation“. 

www.oberalp.com 

Barbara Bertagnolli 
Executive Assistant President & 

Group Corporate Communication 
+39 0471 24 27 01 

group.pr@oberalp.com 

Daten & Fakten zur Fahrradwaschanlage 

Model: cycleWASH Pro Silver-Black 

Compatible types of bikes for cleaning: normal bikes of all types, including e-bikes  

Water consumption:  

Eco mode: per cleaning max. 6 liters of cold water, which is reused.  

(Pro mode: approx. 4-6 liters of water per minute - currently not offered) 

Energy consumption: per cleaning max. 2,4 kW (peak power)  

Lifetime of a bike wash station: designed for a full 20,000 hours of operation & over 60,000 washes 

Duration per bike cleaning: 3-10 minutes 

 

 

 

http://www.oberalp.com/

